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POLICY STATEMENT
	TITLE:  COVID -19 FACE MASK POLICY
    WHSP 5


	RESPONSIBILITY:   STAFF, PATIENTS

	PURPOSE:  To help manage the changing risk in response to community transmission of Covid-19.
INSTRUCTION: 

As from Thursday 27th May 2021
· All staff , patient’s and visitors from Victoria  are  required to wear a single use disposable face mask.

· All staff are required to wear a face mask for aerosol generating procedures such as insertion and removal of LMA’s and suctioning
· A single use surgical mask should be worn when attending a patient with acute respiratory symptoms.
· Staff and patients should socially distance from each other at all times: - in reception; in preop; recovery rooms and as they leave the hospital.

· Please read the attached WHO do's and don'ts of mask wearing.

· Reusable visors and eye wear protection is available for staff and VMO' s in clinical areas, these must be wiped down with a detergent wipe immediately on removal.

How to wear a surgical mask

· Use hand sanitiser or wash hands before and after putting on or taking off a mask

· Replace mask if it becomes damaged, damp or contaminated

· Masks to be worn for 4 hours only then must be replaced with a new mask

· If a mask is removed it must be immediately disposed of
· Do not touch the front of the mask whilst wearing or when putting on or removing
· Ensure mask covers both your mouth and nose

· Do not pull your mask down to talk or drink
· Do not wear your mask around your neck or below your nose .
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